
January 15, 2014 

Statement from Avalon Correctional Services Regarding the DOC’s removal of Offenders from 

our Tulsa Halfway House. 

 

We have been notified by Mr. Reginald Hines, Deputy Director at the Department of 

Corrections, of their intent to “depopulate” our Avalon Tulsa Halfway House effective 

immediately.  This action is totally unprecedented and unwarranted. This action is based on 

preliminary information from an investigation of an incident occurring months ago.  This 

information has not been shared with us and accordingly, we have not had an opportunity to 

respond.   

We do not deny that there have been isolated incidents at our Tulsa facility that required 

corrective action.  Incidents occur daily at every correctional facility, public or private.  Our 

contract with the Department of Corrections makes allowances for potential breaches and sets in 

place procedures to address those breaches to the satisfaction of DOC.  Those procedures were 

not followed in this case.  Instead they have taken this unprecedented action which will result in 

close to 100 offenders losing their jobs as they attempt to reintegrate into society as well as 40 

employees being put out of work at the facility and ultimately, will likely result in the permanent 

closure of the facility and the loss of 390 beds to the state.  These are beds the state desperately 

needs. 

In the wake of this action yesterday, offenders at the facility prepared a petition attesting to their 

safety and requesting the facility remain open so they can continue to work and/or job search.  

This petition and many other similar offender requests have been submitted to the DOC. 

It is no secret that certain individuals within the DOC would like to see the failure of the 

Halfway House system in Oklahoma.  The former Director of the DOC is on record stating that 

he doesn’t believe private companies should be in the corrections business.  That view is shared 

by others in the department. 

We have requested Board of Corrections action to stop this politically motivated retaliation 

against our Tulsa facility.  We will be proposing alternative action that will ensure public safety, 

offender safety and allow the facility to continue operations. This will also allow the time needed 

for investigations to be completed, allow us the opportunity to make changes as required by the 

Department’s investigation, and avoid such drastic measures against us until all information is 

made available to us and reviewed by the Board of Corrections. 


